v

* = COUNTRY

5X1

5X1

pSX1

SUBJECT

REPUR NO.

. -6
44 Approved For WﬁWWl‘éNRIﬁEWMOOg%B%%O O 2sx
b X% )

Hungary DATE DISTR. .o oepiciber 1.2
Miséellaneous Railroad Information NO. OF PAGES 3

NO. OF ENCLS.

DATE OF
INFO.

SUPPLEMENT TO 25X1
November 1951 = August 1952 REPORT NO. :

Rolling Stock:

i,

The Hungarien State Railway (MAV) has between 1800 and 1900 steem
locomotivas. of all types. Each locomotive undergoes a psriodie
overhaul :very twc-and-a-half ysars. The boilers are overnauled
every five years. WNormally, this work takes from two to three
months to complete, but it can be done in six weeks by adding
extra wor: shifts. Up to 15 percent of the locomotives ars in
the repai:: shops st any given time, about half of them undergoing
the periodic overbaul. This percentage is much lower in the falil
whent all “raction equipment is needed to transport the harvest,
During this time the HMinister of Posts and Communications »sceives
reports fom &1l workshops twice daily to make certain no loccmo-
tives ere nsedlessly out of serviee.

Almost every rallroad yerd 1s equipped to make certain minos
repairs and maintenance work on steam locomotives, but the

periodic ovsrhaul work can only be undertaken by the following
workshops :

a: Dudapast
1} Istvan Telek (Ujpest)

s s, - .
2} Bszaki Foemuehely (Kosbanyail ., opposite the
Ganz Machine Works) ’

b. Szolnok

. wey, T
¢o Debrecen %

e 5 ; \: »
%%ﬁ& &wammmmvt;“&

DO NOT CIRCULATE

do HMiskole
€. Sgombathely.

The two stops in Budapest are the largest, closely followed by
the Szolnclk shop; the others are listed according to size.

There was fwmerly a workshop in Székesfehervéru but it has been
converted into a factory and is no longer used by the railrcad.

In Hovember L9531 taers wers 32 eclectric locomotivss in Hungery.
This figure may have inersased in the last few months since new

*
locomotives had besn ordered from the Gangz works .,
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4, There are approximately 51,000 freight cars in Hungary today,
12,000 of these being former German ¢ars which remained in
Hungary at the end of World War II. These cars were claimed
as reparations by the Sovist Union and later sold Lo Hungary.

I | there were aporoximately 45,000 frelght

© 25X1 "ears In Hungary before the war. Freight cars are overhauled

every three years, usually in one of the shops listed in para-

graph 2.

5. With the exception of freight cars, the rolling stock available
.to the Hungarlan State Railway is barely sufficisnt to meet
present traffic requirements. .

Main Lines:
6. There is no Russian gauge track in Hungary todaio

7 The line from Debrecen to Zéhonyp the main line of communication
between Hungary and the USSR, 1s currently being double tracked
(standard gauge). Since Hungary is short of wood, the State
Rellway planned to use reinforced concrete crossties in laying
fhe extra track. This plan was vetoed by the Russians who speci-
fled that wooden ties must be used, presumably to simplify cone
version to Russian gauge at a later date,

8. The line from Zéhony on the Hungarilan border tec Uzhgorod (Ungvar)
USSR, 1s equipped to handls both standard snd wide gauge rclling

stock. Beyond Zshony, between Ruthenia 2nd Gallcla in the
USSR, the railroad crosses the Uzhok Valwey via a long, high viaduct.
25X1 described this as the "Achilles heel” of the line, pointing

out that during the war the destruction of this viaduct severely
disrupted all rail traffic between Hungary snd the eastern front.

9. The line from Budapest to Hatvan is being electrified but work is
progressing slowly due to the critical shortage of steel suspension
towsrs and copper wire, It is also planned to electrify the
sections Hatvan-Miskolc, but | ]it will be saveral 25X1
years before completion.

10. The branch line south from Rétszilas to'Bétaﬁzék and Pécs wes made
a first class line about 1930 to provide an alternate strategic
route, to the southern frontier. Both this iine and the main line
to Pécs;,through Dombovdr, are capable of carrying heavy traffie,
altihough they were not used heavily during Worid wWar II. '

11, A new second class railroad bridge has been bullt acrocszs the
Danubse between Paks and Dunapataj.

Personngi

12, The Hungarian State Rallway is short of trained personnel and
has had to rely on non-Communist "class aliens™ to fill many
important jobs, The shortage is particulariy acute anong engine
drivers. .

Supply

13, Hungary is not a great coal producing country, consesquently the
railroads have never had an adequate supply. A two-week supply is
the desired minimum, yet rarely is there more than a two-day supply
and at the lowest point during the winter of 1951-52 there was only
a one-and-a-half day supply. Hungarian locomotives use chiefly
soft coal., Whatever hard coal) is received from Poland is stored
for as long 23 possibls. The country-wide coal shoriege 1s so great,

25X1 | | that were the rallroads to receive more, factory pro-
ducilon would be seriocusly cut and some plants even forced to close.

SECR"T/CONTROL = UoS. OFFICIALS ONLY

______ atawdlateFaled] A DP9 NN A P01 4000020011 H




e S————————
. Approved For Release 2007/03/02 : CIA-RDP82-00457R014000030010-6

SECRYJT/CONTROL - U.S8. OFFICIALS QILY

25X1

- 3 -

25X1

4. | |the main coal de%ots for the Hungarisn
Rallways are.s

a. Budapest

(1) Rékos Marshaling Yards - the main reservs for Budapest
and the largest single coal dump

(2} Perenc Varos - the second largest, along with Szolnok
(3) ﬁszaki Foemuehely

b Szolnok - largest and most important coal dump outsida of
Budapest -

¢. Hatvan

4. siiskolc

e. GQyoer

£ Békéacsaba

g. Debrecen

ho Székesfeha}vér
3. Szombathely

j» Nagykanizsa

k. Dombovar.
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